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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad 
you’re here. 

 
Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a 
visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill out and 
either hand to an usher or drop in the offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 
Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are available 
at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 
communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament 
here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, 
“This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at the 
head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to 
commune but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the 
pastor or assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free 
host, quietly ask the pastor. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Comfort, Comfort Now My People,” Jonathan Reuss 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
 Amen. 

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!  Make his 
paths straight!”  Brothers and sisters, let us confess our sin in the presence 
of God and of one another 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Gracious God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

Gathering Song “Comfort, Comfort Now My People,” #256 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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Kyrie  A cantor sings the verses; the congregation responds, “Lord have mercy” 

Cantor:  For watchful and ready hearts as we await the 
King of kings, Let us pray to the Lord. Refrain – All 

 

 
 

Cantor:  For wisdom to see, for openness to hear, 
and for courage to proclaim the advent of God’s reign, 
Let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain – All 

 
Cantor: For God’s rule of peace and justice,  

for God’s kingdom of truth and love,  
Let us pray to the Lord. Refrain – All 

 

Advent Candle Lighting Today’s word: “Prepare!” 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from 
the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the 
needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all 
people. 
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, 
transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and 
fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 

 O people of hope, come, 
 Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 

 
Singing— 

  O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
 From depths of hell your people save, 
 And give them victory o’er the grave. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel 
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Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of 
the LORD. 
       He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall 
be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
      6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
     The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  72:1-7 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

 

1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. Refrain 
 
5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no  
        more.  Refrain 
 

Second Reading Romans 15:4-13 

 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
       7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
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circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you 
among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 10and again he says, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;  11and again, “Praise the Lord, all 
you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him 
the Gentiles shall hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation “Hark the Glad Sound,” #239 stanzas 1, 3 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long; 
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight.’ ” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the 
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say 
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to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax 
is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in 
his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Stand as you are able  

Song of the Day “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” #249 

Confession of Faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord. . .  
. . . and prepare the way of your Son. 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 

You may be seated 
 

Offering “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,”  

arr. by Barbara B. Kinyon (8:30) 
“The King Shall Come,” David Johnson (11) 

Stand as you are able 
 

Presentation of the Gifts “Blessed Be the God of Israel,” 

 #250 stanza 1, 2 

Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free 
and raises up new hope for us: a Branch of David’s tree 
So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm 
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm. 
 
With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, 
the oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; 
that we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise. 
in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 

 
God of abundance, 
You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope as 
we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of all 
that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 

 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 
To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion 

 

 
“One Bread, One Body” #496 
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” #272 
 

Stand as you are able 
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Post Communion Prayer 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come when 
hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now in the 
strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for all creation, 
and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

 

Sending Song “The King Shall Come,” #260 

  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “On Jordan’s Bank,” Aaron David Miller 

 
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  
Psalm 122:1:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A© 2007  Augsburg Fortress 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” Text 
©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Carl Herhuth (8:30); Mike Allan (11) 
 

Lectors – Marty Uhle (8:30); Christopher Peters (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Priscilla Hinsch, Scott Straffen, Lee Vysoky (8:30); 
Melissa Hollander, Ray Ling, Wendy Ling (11:00) 

 

Acolytes – Bryce Neumann (8:30);  
Kaitlyn Carlin, Tyler Vance (11:00) 

 
Joy Ringers(8:30) – Directed by Connie Triplett 

 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Trish Kvasnicka, Ray Durban (8:30);  
Amy Hunger, Mark Hunger (11:00) 

 

Greeters—Tom Chalfant (11:00) 
 

Ushers – Joe King (8:30);  
Padraig Donohoe, Reilly Kinter, Tyler Seagro, George Skliros (11:00) 

 

Trustee – Mike Green 
 

Altar Guild – Tiffany Advani, Laura Gaydos 
 

Nursery –Nadia Kauntz, Tanya Kauntz (11:00) 
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In our Prayers 

 The Church's witness during this Advent season 
 

 Local communities, neighbors, and those who work in the service 
industry 

 

 Expectant mothers, and those who hope and long to conceive  
 

 Newlyweds, Kendall and Marty, as they begin life together as 
husband and wife 

 

 Those suffering in mind, body, or soul:   Carla  Barrett, Heather 
Burke, Lou Celesky, Becky Eicher, Judy Gahl, Sue Nerlinger,   
Phil Neumann, Rae Szabo 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 
Dec. 8—AMBROSE, d. 397, famed bishop, theologian, and hymnwriter. 
 
Dec. 13—LUCY, d. 304, a young Sicilian Christian, martyred in the 
persecutions of Diocletian, whose memory lives on in the St. Lucia 
celebrations of Scandinavia.   

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Third Sunday in Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 
 
 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 

Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 

Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 

+  +  + 
 
 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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